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I MUSE was founded in 2 0 0 7  by Harvard University,  Peking University,  and Tsinghua 

University.  Since 2017, the Massachusetts Institute of Technology and Wellesley College have joined the 

organizing committee,  forming cross- cultural exchange and building multi- school linkage.  IMUSE 

aims to build a communication platform with freedom of expression which allows participants to 

experience cultural difference and collision of thoughts, share their unique perspective, and ride the trend 

of this era. 

Each year, IMUSE delegates will gather in Beijing every summer and travel to the United States in 

winter to carry out exchange activities for about a week. Through participating in a series of fieldwork, case 

analysis and discussions on hot-topics, the forum hopes to provide a platform for the Chinese and 

American delegates to exchange ideas and promote mutual understanding, while forging friendships with 

one another at the same time. Till today, IMUSE has become one of the most influential comprehensive 

non-governmental youth exchange projects in China. This year, as a result of the pandemic, the forum will 

still be held online. 

From 2008 to 2021, IMUSE has successfully held 14 sessions. From visiting renowned American 

universities to visiting Hong Kong, IMUSE delegates have travelled all over the world. Moreover, IMUSE has 

also received extensive social attention. John Thornton, former president of Goldman Sachs Group, Kevin 

Quek, senior executive of Asian infrastructure investment bank and Jet Li, an international superstar, were 

all invited to attend the forum to discuss global issues with the delegates.

01        BACKGROUND 
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  Discussion topics: Social Sustainability, with four dimensions including "Quality of Life", 

"Equality and Diversity", "Social Cohesion", "Democracy and Governance" 

 Overview: Following the pandemic and the series of rapid changes in our world today, our adaptive 

capacity as a society has been constantly put to test. It has become the main focus of many 

government bodies, companies and non-profits to ensure a more sustainable society. Beyond our 

environmental and economic needs, Social Sustainability, which combines the physical realm with the 

social world to support social and cultural life, has also been proved to be equally crucial. 

 Discussion format: Delegates will team up with peers from top universities in US and China to work in 

teams pertaining to one of the three tracks (Technology, Arts & Culture, and Public Policy) and 

learn from top academics, experts, and industry professionals. Delegates will be divided based on 

their interests. 

 Final Product:  

1. Design and produce a proposal/prototype for a relevant topic in a group. For example: 

The Policy team may produce a literature or case report on the selected topic. 

The Technology team may produce a protocol or plan for a technology-related product or a report 

on a technology-related topics. 

The Art & Culture team may produce a product (exhibition, pictorial) related to art and culture or 

report on art and culture-related topics. 

2. Conduct a comparative study on a keynote related topic 

(Complete either of the above two final products) 

 

 THEME 02 
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July 7 
9:30-11:30 PM 

July 7 
9:30-11:30 AM 

 
Opening Ceremony 

 

July 7 
10:00-11:30 PM 

July 7 
10:00-11:30 AM 

 
Lecture 
Mobility redistributed: how COVID-19 
changes society through population 
(im)mobility 

Prof. XIANG Biao 
Professor of Social Anthropology and 
Fellow of St Hugh’s College, University of 
Oxford, United Kingdom 
 

July 8 

9:00-10:00 AM 

July 7 
9:00-10:00 PM 

 
Lecture 
Effective Learners:   Insights on College Student 
Engagement Research 

 
Prof.  SHI Jinghuan 
Professor and the Chair of the Academic 
Committee of the Institute of Education, 
the Director of the Research Center for 
the Assessment of College and Student 
Tsinghua University. 
 

July 8 

10:10-10:30 AM 

July 7 

10:10-10:30 PM 
Icebreaker Activity  

July 8 
10:35-11:30 AM 

July 7 
10:35-11:30 PM 

 
Lecture 
Positive Psychology for the Post-Pandemic Era 

 
Prof. PENG Kaiping 
Professor of Psychology and Dean of the 
School of Social Sciences at Tsinghua 
University.The founder of the Psychology 
Department of Tsinghua University, the 
Happiness Technology Lab, and the 
Chinese Association of Positive 
Psychology. 
 

July 8 
9:30-11:00PM 

July 8 
9:30-11:00 AM 

 
Social Session : 
Discussion: Psychology & Mental Health 

 

July 9 
9:30-10:30 AM 

July 8 
9:30-10:30 PM 

 
Lecture 
The post-Pandemic Digital Economy and 
Shared Prosperity 

 
Prof. Gordon G. Liu 
Peking University BOYA Distinguished 
Professor and Dean of Institute for Global 
Health and Development 
 

July 9 
10:40-11:10 AM 

July 8 
10:40-11:10 PM 

 
Social Session 
Discussion : Inequality issues that hinder the 
development 
 

 

July 9 
9:30-11:30 PM 

July 9 
9:30-11:30 AM 

Plenary Session 1  

July 10 
10:00-11:30 AM 

July 9 
9:30-11:30 PM 

Plenary Session 2  

  AGENDA  03 
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July 10 
10:00-11:30 PM 

July 10 
10:00-11:30 AM 

Lecture 
What we talk about when we talk about 
subculture (in contemporary China)? 

 
Prof. LI Zhongwei 
Teaching Fellow at the Department of 
Media and Communications, London 
School of Economics and Political Science. 
 

July 11 
9:30-11:30 AM 

July 10 
9:30 – 11:30 PM 

 
Lecture 
Sustainable Consumption 

 
Prof. TU yanping 
Associate Professor of Marketing, Peking 
University 

 

July 11 
9:30-11:30PM 

July 11 
9:30-10:30 AM 

Social Session : Short Video and Their Influence 
on Society 

 

July 12 
9:30-11:30 AM 

July 11 
9:30 – 11:30 PM 

 
Plenary Session 3 (with Mentor Dou Dou)  

July 12 
9:30-11:30 PM 

July 12 
9:30-11:30 AM 

 
Plenary Session 4 (with Mentor Adrian Wu) 

 

July 13 
9:30-11:30 AM 

July 12 
9:30 – 11:30 PM 

 
Plenary Session 5 

 

July 13 
10:00-11:30 PM 

July 13 
10:00-11:30 AM 

 
Lecture 
Avoidant/Restrictive Food Intake Disorder 

 
Dr. Helen Murray 
Director of the Gastrointestinal (GI) 
Behavioral Health Program in the MGH 
Center for Neurointestinal Health 
 

July 14 
9:30-11:30 AM 

July 13 
9:30 – 11:30 PM 

 
Closing Ceremony 
 
Final Presentations 
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Professor of Social Anthropology and Fellow of StHugh’s College,  
University of Oxford, United Kingdom 

XIANG Biao studied sociology at Beijing University, China, and received his 
PhD in social anthropology from the University of Oxford, UK. He worked at 
Oxford from 2004. Xiang is the winner of the 2008 Anthony Leeds Prize for 
his book Global Bodyshopping and the 2012 William L. Holland Prize for his 
article ‘Predatory Princes’. Biao Xiang’s research addresses various types of 
migration – internal and international, unskilled and highly skilled, 
emigration and return migration, and the places and people left behind – in 
China, India and other parts of Asia. Through the lens of migration, he has 
examined a wide range of political economy issues, including state-society 
relations, labour, social reproduction, and mobility governance. 

 
 

 
 

 

Peking University BOYA Distinguished Professor and Dean of PKU 
Institute for Global Health and Development, and Director of PKU China 
Center for Health Economic Research  

 
For social responsibilities , Prof. Liu currently serves as co-organizer for the “
US-China Track II Dialogue on Health”, and sits on the China National Expert 
Panel on COVID19 , and the State Council Health Reform Advisory 
Commission.  
He also has served as associate editor for academic journals including China 
Economic Quarterly , Health Economics, and the Editor-in-Chief for China 
Journal of Pharmaceutical Economics. Prior to joining Peking University, he 
was on full-time faculty at University of Southern California (1994-2000), and 
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill (2000-2006). He was the 2004-
2005 President of Chinese Economists Society (CES), and the 2004-2006 
President of ISPOR Asia-Pacific Federation. 

04        GUEST INFORMATION 
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Professor and the Chair of the Academic Committee of the Institute of 
Education, the Director of the Research Center for the Assessment of 
College and Student Tsinghua University 

The Deputy Chair of the University Degree Committee, the Chair of the 
Degree Committee in Education Division, the Deputy Chair of the 
Special Committee of Institutional Research, the Deputy Chair of the 
Special Committee of Higher Education Evaluation, China Association of 
Higher Education.  

Dr. Jinghuan has a broad academic publication in higher education, 
international and comparative education, particular in the field of college 
student learning and assessment. She has been a team leader in the 
national largest student survey project called China College Student Survey 
(CCSS) for 11 years and is currently working as a PI for a national key 
research project on the assessment of World-Class University Construction 
Project. Enjoying international reputation，she is visiting professor or 
specially-appointed professor of University of Manchester, Hokkaido 
University and so on. Furthermore, she is an International Board Member of 
the University Quality Assurance, Dubai Knowledge and Human 
Development Authority. 

 
 

Professor of Psychology and Dean of the School of Social Sciences at 
Tsinghua University 
The founder of the Psychology Department of Tsinghua University, the 
Happiness Technology Lab, and the Chinese Association of Positive 

Psychology. 
 
Received his Ph.D. in Social Psychology from the University of Michigan in 
Ann Arbor in 1997, then joined the faculty of the Psychology Department of 
University of California at Berkeley. He has published 12 books and more 
than 400 articles and essays on cultural, social and positive psychology. He 
had been the world most cited social psychologist at the associate professor 
level in 2007. He has won the titles of Top Ten Best Teachers of China in 
2015, the Person of the Year in Health Professions in 2016 and the most 
cited Chinese psychologists in the world since 2015. 

04        GUEST INFORMATION 
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Teaching Fellow at the Department of Media and Communications, 
London School of Economics and Political Science. 

Joined LSE as a doctoral researcher in 2015, and obtained his PhD in January 
2020. Li’s research interests lie in music, subcultures, and the informal ways 
of cultural production and circulation, particularly in relation to the Chinese 
context. His doctoral project, titled Cut-out: Music, Profanity and Subcultural 
Politics in 1990s China, depicts a historical-ethnographic account of the 
Chinese cut-out (dakou) subculture. Based on his doctoral thesis, Li is 
currently working on a monograph in English and a narrative nonfiction 
book in Chinese, both based on his doctoral research on music subcultures 
in China. He has also been actively involved in music scenes in China and 
London and worked with various organizations to bring China’s emerging 
artists to a wider international stage. 

 
 

 

Associate professor and doctoral supervisor at Guanghua School of 
Management, Peking University 
 
Received PhD in marketing and MBA from the University of Chicago Booth 
School of Business in 2015; and a B.A. in psychology and a B.A. in economics 
from Peking University in 2009.Her research focuses on marketing decisions 
and consumer decisions, marketing and consumption in social contexts, and 
consumer well-being. Her research has been published in top journals of 
marketing, management and psychology, including Journal of Consumer 
Research, Production and Operations Management, and Journal of 
Personality and Social Psychology.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

04        GUEST INFORMATION 
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CSSC Global Competency Ambassador 

Former president of IMUSE 2017-2018 

 

“Rising Stars of the Middle East”, a youth entrepreneurship mentor in 

Palestine and Israel 

Former McKinsey Global Consultant/McKinsey Business School Curriculum 

Designer, 2020 Harvard China Education Forum Youth Leadership Guest 
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