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Since the early 1980s, China has transitioned from a centrally planned economy to a socialist
market economy, obtaining a four-decade long high economic growth to become a high-end
middle-income country. Along with the economic growth, socioeconomic conditions have been
changed, which in turn request further transitions and economic upgrading in order to sustain
China’s growth in the new era. Based on the historical trend among the developed economies,
a central characteristic of the market dynamics is the dominating role of modern service sector
accounting for well over 70% of total economy. Of the modern services, healthcare seems to
grow most significant and long lasting, making healthcare reform task to be a globally leading
challenge in most countries. In response, the Chinese government held a national health
congress in 2016, calling for Health in All Policies, and setting the “Healthy China 2030 as a
top priority for the state development strategy in the new era.

Following the “Healthy China 2030” roadmap, how the state health reforms would be shaped
accordingly? How would other related industries such as environment, food, and education
respond? How would such a new set of reforms change the landscapes of China’s healthcare
market, population health, and macroeconomic growth and human development? This class will
offer great opportunities for students to join the leaning process through active participations in
exploring the economic answers for the above questions.
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